[image: image1.jpg][ Advocates for Evwironmental
Human Righty

AEHR




News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  Monday, July 17, 2006

Contact:  Lauren Bartlett, Advocates for Environmental Human Rights
    504-799-3062 (office)

    530-277-0297 (cell)
African American Hurricane Survivors Seek Help from the 
United Nations’ Human Rights Committee in Geneva, Switzerland
Monday, July 17, 2006 (Geneva, Switzerland) . . .  Today representatives of the United States will face questioning by the United Nation’s Human Rights Committee (“HRC”) regarding the government’s treatment of African American survivors of Hurricane Katrina.  As part of its ratification of the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights, the United States must report on its compliance with the Covenant’s requirements that it protect the human rights to life and non-discrimination, among other rights.  Advocates for Environmental Human Rights, a New Orleans-based public interest law firm, helped organize a delegation of Louisiana and Mississippi residents who have traveled to Geneva, Switzerland in order to convince the HRC that the U.S. government’s actions in the wake of Katrina have violated the human rights of people from the Gulf Coast region, who are predominantly African American and poor. 
“I am a 70 year-old grandmother and great-grandmother who had to flee my home in New Orleans when the government’s levees failed.  Since Katrina, I have traveled from one shelter to another.  When I came back to New Orleans, without any government assistance, I had to find work in order to afford the sky high rent for a home.  My children lost their homes and everything in them, and they still have no permanent place to live,” said Rev. Lois Dejean, a life-long African American resident of New Orleans.  “I never imagined that, in the 21st century, our government would go out of its way to deny the human rights of African Americans,” she said. 
The HRC has published a List of Issues which it has requested that the United States address at today’s session.  Among the issues is whether U.S. governmental responses to Hurricane Katrina “have exacerbated problems in respect to the African American population, with regard to homelessness, loss of property, inadequate access to healthcare, loss of educational opportunities, legal remedies, and voting rights.” (See Issue No. 16, List of Issues to Be Taken Up in Connection with the Consideration of the Second and Third Periodic Reports of the United States of America, United Nations’ Human Rights Committee, 86th Session, March 13-31, 2006, available at
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/898586b1dc7b4043c1256a450044f331/d1495dfbb5493eacc12571980051d2d6/$FILE/G0642626.pdf)
“Nearly one year after Hurricane Katrina, our predominantly African American and poor neighborhoods look like the hurricane passed yesterday.  Our government cannot rebuild Gulf Coast communities while disregarding the human rights of Gulf Coast residents,” said Monique Harden, Co-Director and Attorney of Advocates for Environmental Human Rights.  “We believe that the inquiries by the Human Rights Committee will serve as a wake up call reminding our government that it has the legal and moral responsibility to meet the significant needs of people who are struggling to rebuild their lives and communities,” she said.
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