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United Nations’ Human Rights Committee Not Persuaded 
by US Government’s Defense of Katrina Response

New Orleans Residents Demand Human Rights Protections in Rebuilding and Disaster Planning
as Called for by UN Committee
Friday, July 28, 2006 (New Orleans, LA) . . . In front of a storm-damaged house whose roof remains on Audubon Street 11 months after Hurricane Katrina, human rights and racial justice advocates gathered to announce the United Nations’ Human Rights Committee’s written recommendation on Hurricane Katrina that was issued to the U.S. government today.  “Our damaged homes tell the story.  Our suffering people tell the story.  And because the United Nations’ Human Rights Committee has listened closely, the Committee is supporting Gulf Coast residents by calling on our government to re-think all of the recovery bureaucracy and look to the human rights standards for internally displaced people,” said Reverend Lois Dejean, Director of the Gert Town Revival Initiative.
The Human Rights Committee’s report concluded its July session in which it monitored the compliance of the U.S. government with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, a human rights treaty that protects the right to life and non-discrimination.  Although the U.S. government representatives presented two days’ worth of responses to the Committee’s questions regarding the government’s treatment of African Americans during and after Hurricane Katrina, as well as its handling of other human rights issues, the report demonstrates that the Committee was not persuaded.  “The Committee . . . remains concerned about information that poor people and in particular African Americans were disadvantaged by the rescue and evacuation plans implemented when Hurricane Katrina hit the United States of America, and continue to be disadvantaged under the reconstruction plans.” (See attached Hurricane Katrina excerpt from Committee’s report).   
“The next step is that in one year the U.S. government will have to report on how it has implemented the Committee’s recommendations on Hurricane Katrina,” said Monique Harden, Co-Director of Advocates for Environmental Human Rights.  “It is vital that people in the Gulf Coast demand that our government implement the Committee’s recommendations, all of which reinforce what people have been demanding for several long months,” she said.

“We fully appreciate what the Committee has done in calling on the U.S. government to protect the rights of poor people and in particular African Americans to access housing, education, and healthcare,” said Kali Williams, an organizer at the People’s Hurricane Relief Fund.  “It is encouraging that the Committee will continue to scrutinize the way our government investigates the evacuation of inmates at Orleans Parish Prison and the law enforcements officials who blocked New Orleans residents trapped in the flooded city from crossing the GNO bridge,” he said.
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