[image: image1.jpg]? Advecates for
g Envirenmental
humun Riglits

Defending and advancing the human right to a healthy environment @9





CONTACT: Monique Harden – 504.919.4590
Army of Corps of Engineers Sends Clear Message to

to African American Neighborhoods:  “No Flood Protection for You!”
Racial Disparities in Flood Protection and Other Recovery Efforts 

Will Be Highlighted by New Orleans Groups at Upcoming U.S. Social Forum

New Orleans, LA  June 25, 2007 – Local groups will speak out about the U.S. Army of Corps of Engineers recent report on flood risks which shows that predominantly African American neighborhoods can expect to see little or no reduction in flood waters from now until 2011 when the Corps anticipates to complete its levee upgrade project.  The Corps’ report, which shows that predominantly white neighborhoods can expect significant and in some cases total flood reduction as a result of recent flood control projects, is the latest in a series of racial disparities resulting from governmental recovery efforts.
“The Corps’ report reflects the racially discriminatory outcomes that have been consistent in all governmental recovery programs,” said Monique Harden, Co-Director and Attorney of Advocates for Environmental Human Rights (AEHR).  “We have a serious human rights problem in New Orleans and the Gulf Coast, where people are being forced into homelessness because our government won’t take responsibility for the damage it caused when the levees failed,” she said.

AEHR and local groups are hosting a solidarity gathering in Congo Square with over 250 social justice activists from New Mexico, Texas, and Lake Charles, Louisiana who have launched the People’s Freedom Caravan to the first United States Social Forum in Atlanta, GA from June 27th – July 1st.  The People’s Freedom Caravan will bring more than 500 people from southern states to the Social Forum through a series of solidarity stops intended to build bridges between diverse people.  The plight of Gulf Coast residents who are struggling to rebuild and those who remain displaced nearly two years after Hurricane Katrina will be a focus at the Social Forum, where Ms. Harden will co-moderate a plenary session, Gulf Coast Reconstruction in the Post-Katrina Era: Challenges, Strategies, and Vision, which will take place on Thursday, June 28th at 6 pm in the Atlanta Civic Center. About 5,000 people are expected to attend this session.

Over ten thousand people have registered to participate in the US Social Forum.  “We want to build a movement for human rights and social justice because our people are suffering from governmental systems that perpetuate racial discrimination,” said Kimberley Richards, People’s Institute for Survival and Beyond.  “We begin building this movement with the People’s Freedom Caravan,” said Ms. Richards.  Over 200 people from New Orleans will join the People’s Freedom Caravan tomorrow morning in three buses and several cars that will make solidarity stops in Biloxi, MS and Selma, AL on the way to Atlanta.
Advocates for Environmental Human Rights ("AEHR") is a nonprofit, public interest law firm whose mission is to provide legal services, community organizing support, public education, and campaigns focused on defending and advancing the human right to a healthy environment, and advocating for the human rights of internally displaced Gulf Coast hurricane survivors.
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