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Environmental Justice, Neighborhood, and Environmental Groups to Speak Out Against Racist Flood “Protection” by the Army Corps of Engineers

Groups Will Hold Press Conference Prior to the Army Corps of Engineers’ 
December 11th Meeting on Environmental Justice

New Orleans, LA (Dec. 10, 2007) – Diverse groups in New Orleans (listed below) will hold a press conference at 6:00 pm to demand environmental justice from the racially discriminatory effect of the Corps’ priorities for levee and floodwall repairs and upgrades in the Greater New Orleans area that leave all predominantly African American and Vietnamese American neighborhoods at risk for future flooding.  Six months after reporting that its levee upgrades and repairs in the Greater New Orleans area have provided only the predominantly white neighborhoods of Lakeview and Old Metairie with a flood risk reduction of 5.5 feet, the US Army Corps of Engineers will convene a community meeting to hear environmental justice concerns regarding its hurricane protection projects on Tuesday, December 11, 2007 at 7:00 pm.  Both the press conference and the Corps’ community meeting will take place at the St. Maria Goretti Church, which is located in New Orleans East, where the Corps reports a flood risk reduction of “zero inches.”
Who:  Advocates for Environmental Human Rights, Citizens Against Widening the Industrial Canal, Dillard University – Deep South Center for Environmental Justice, Gert Town Revival Initiative, Gulf Restoration Network, Holy Cross Neighborhood Association, Louisiana Justice Institute, MQVN – Community Development Corporation, Peoples’ Hurricane Relief Fund, People’s Institute for Survival and Beyond, Sierra Club, Vietnamese American Young Leaders Association of New Orleans, Welfare Rights Organization and other groups

What: Press Conference

When: Tuesday, December 11, 2007 6:00 to 7:00 pm

Where: St. Maria Goretti Church, 7300 Crowder Blvd. in New Orleans East

Why: The Army Corps of Engineers has a federal mandate to ensure that people of color and the poor are not disproportionately burdened with environmental hazards, and have opportunities for meaningful and effective participation in the Corps’ decision-making.  Correcting the actions taken by the Corps that are contrary to this mandate will be the focus of the 6:00 pm press conference and the demands that group members will present to the Corps during its 7:00 pm community meeting on environmental justice.          
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