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Human Rights and Katrina Recovery:   United Nations Representative Touring Gulf Coast 
At the invitation of Advocates for Environmental Human Rights, Mr. Walter Kälin, who serves as the Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons, will be in New Orleans, Gulfport, and Biloxi from January 16 - 18, 2008.  Mr. Kälin also visited displaced New Orleanians and local governmental agencies in Houston, Texas on January 15, 2008.  The purpose of the Mr. Kälin’s visits is to provide residents and governmental officials with information about human rights standards, known as the U. N. Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, that support the needs of residents who have been or continue to be displaced after Katrina.  Public forums and workshops will provide information and tools for disaster prevention, response, recovery, and reconstruction that are based on these human rights principles.  

“While significant lessons have been learned in the aftermaths of Hurricane Katrina and the Asian Tsunami, key issues like the rights of displaced persons still need to be fully considered and addressed,” said Kälin.  “In the more than two years since Katrina, several hundred thousand Americans still remain displaced from their homes.  Although new policies and procedures have been instituted, more needs to be done to ensure an improved response to future disasters. In particular, the fundamental rights of people most affected by natural disasters must be made a top priority – the right to protection against discrimination and exploitation; the right to equal access to assistance; the right to return to their homes and to have their lives restored,” he added. 
The visit will also mark the release of a new report by the Institute for Southern Studies on the relevance of the Guiding Principles for those affected by Hurricane Katrina.  “To date, the United States government has not acknowledged the relevance of the Guiding Principles to those persons displaced within the U.S. by Hurricane Katrina,” said Chris Kromm, executive director of the Institute.  “The Guiding Principles provide a framework and guide for action that could greatly strengthen the U.S. government’s ability to quickly, adequately, and equitably address the ongoing crises that continue to plague tens of thousands of people displaced and otherwise affected by hurricane Katrina,” he added.
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Advocates for Environmental Human Rights (“AEHR”) is a nonprofit, public interest law firm whose mission is to provide legal services, community organizing support, public education, and campaigns focused on defending and advancing the human right to a healthy environment, and advocating for the human rights of internally displaced Gulf Coast hurricane survivors.  To learn more about AEHR, please visit: www.ehumanrights.org.
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