[image: image1.png]AT Advecates for

e cnvironmenta
I-In Human Riglhts

Defending and advancing the human right to a healthy environment




News Release

Contact: Ateqah Khaki, Riptide Communications 

                         212-260-5000
FEDERAL PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY LAUNCHES MISINFORMATION CAMPAIGN 
IN MOSSVILLE, LOUISIANA

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry Sends False Public Health Message
Equivalent to Doctors Promoting Cigarette Smoking in Old TV Ads

Mossville, Louisiana, September 27, 2007 – The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (“ATSDR”) – a sister agency of the Centers for Disease Control and the leading federal government agency on public health and environmental hazards – has launched a misinformation campaign that claims, contrary to the agency’s own test results, that elevated dioxin exposures among African American residents of Mossville, Louisiana occurred “decades ago” and that levels of dioxins in the blood and environment of Mossville residents “were not at levels of concern.”  Advocates for Environmental Human Rights, a nonprofit, public interest law firm, recently discovered the misinformation in ATSDR’s official statement titled, Dioxin Exposure Investigations in Mossville, Louisiana, which the agency has only distributed to members of the media.
ATSDR issued the statement in response to media inquiries regarding the report, Industrial Sources of Dioxin Poisoning in Mossville, Louisiana:  A Report Based on the Government’s Own Data by Mossville Environmental Action Now, The Subra Company, and Advocates for Environmental Human Rights (available at www.ehumanrights.org).  The report is an independent scientific analysis of the results of ATSDR’s dioxin testing in Mossville and other governmental data showing that six industrial facilities operating near Mossville are responsible for ongoing dioxin exposures among residents.  The report’s co-authors have prepared an analysis exposing the false and misleading statements made by ATSDR in its statement that was delivered to members of the media.  See attached ATSDR’s Misinformation Campaign on Dioxin Exposures in Mossville, Louisiana.
“The doctors at ATSDR are no different from the doctors who once promoted cigarette smoking as a healthy thing to do back in the 1940’s,” said Monique Harden, Co-Director of Advocates for Environmental Human Rights.  “ATSDR says that there is no longer a dioxin problem in Mossville when several facilities near Mossville report that they still release dioxin, and ATSDR’s test results show that some Mossville residents have more dioxin now than they had during the initial testing by ATSDR,” she said.
 “We have a human right to health and a healthy environment that is not being protected by ATSDR,” said Edgar Mouton, Jr., President of Mossville Environmental Action Now, a community-based environmental justice group.  “ATSDR’s message is that toxic pollution is okay for our African American community.      Our people are suffering and dying from cancer, asthma, and other illnesses that are caused by dioxin and other industrial pollution permitted by the government,” he said.

On behalf of Mossville Environmental Action Now, AEHR will petition key members of Congress to exercise oversight of ATSDR’s unconscionable disregard of Mossville residents’ health, which continues to be threatened by ongoing industrial releases of dioxins that are ignored by the agency.

Attachment:  ATSDR’s Misinformation Campaign on Dioxin Exposures in Mossville, Louisiana
Advocates for Environmental Human Rights (“AEHR”) is a nonprofit, public interest law firm whose mission is to provide legal services, community organizing support, public education, and campaigns focused on defending and advancing the human right to a healthy environment, and advocating for the human rights of internally displaced Gulf Coast hurricane survivors. 
To learn more about AEHR, please visit: www.ehumanrights.org
###

